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Rowley Hall Burnley,has a rich and fascinating history, which reflects the turbulence of the 
English Civil War as well as the changing fortunes of the Halstead family. The original house 
was built in 1593 by John Halstead, who was a prominent local landowner and supporter of the 
Parliamentary cause. The property was initially a modest farmhouse, but over the years it grew 
in size and complexity, with new wings and outbuildings added to accommodate the growing 
Halstead family. 

During the Civil War, Rowley Hall became a focal point for the conflict in the Burnley area. 
Although John Halstead was a staunch Parliamentarian, his property was frequently raided and 
looted by the Royalist forces. In 1644, for example, Prince Rupert's troops seized several of 
Halstead's cattle and horses, causing significant damage to his farm and livelihood. Despite 
these setbacks, however, Halstead continued to support the Parliamentary cause, providing men 
and arms whenever he could. 

After the war, Rowley Hall passed down through the Halstead family, undergoing numerous 
changes and renovations along the way. In the 18th century, the property was extensively 
remodelled in the fashionable Georgian style, with elegant new rooms and ornate plasterwork 
added to the existing structure. Later, in the 19th century, Rowley Hall was once again 
renovated and extended, with new wings and outbuildings added to accommodate the changing 
needs of the family. 

Today, Rowley Hall is a striking and impressive building, standing as a testament to the 
resilience and determination of the Halstead family through centuries of upheaval and change. 
Although much has been lost or altered over the years, the house retains a rich sense of history 
and character, and continues to be a cherished part of Burnley's cultural heritage. 
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